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What is claimed is: 

1. A rotary encoder outputting rectangular wave signals comprising 

a contact-point board having a conductive signal pattern and a common 
5 pattern; and 

a slider supported to be revolvable with respect to said contact-point board, 
which slider having a plurality of movable contact points disposed on a circle of a 
certain radius from a revolution center at an angular interval six times as large as an 
output pitch of the rectangular wave signal; wherein 

10 said signal pattern consists of three fixed contact points, each having two 

conductive layers of radial shape with the same width, electrically connected to each 
other, disposed along sliding circle of said movable contact points at an angular pitch 
three times as large as the output pitch of the rectangular wave signal- 
angular pitch of said three fixed contact points is different from one of angular 

15 interval of said movable contact points, and a multiple of the angular interval of said 
movable contact points, by one of the output pitch of the rectangular wave signal, and 
twice of the output pitch of the rectangular wave signal, and larger than any one 
angular width of said three fixed contact points; and 

said common pattern is disposed insulated from said signal pattern on said 

20 contact -point board along sliding circle of said movable contact points, so that, at the 
time when either one of said movable contact points of said slider is having contact with 
either one of said three fixed contact points, it makes contact with remaining one of said 
movable contact points. 

25 2. The rotary encoder of claim 1, wherein 

revolution of said slider generates three-phase rectangular wave signal 
continuously between said three fixed contact points and said common pattern at an 
equal pitch. 

30 3. The rotary encoder of claim 1, wherein 

angular width of said conductive layer of radial shape is less than 1/3 of 
angular pitch of said two conductive layers of radial shape having electrical conduction 
to each other. 

35 4. The rotary encoder of claim 1, wherein 

said movable contact point is provided with a plurality of contact tips which 
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make contact with said contact-point board. 



